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MEETING OF THE SANHEDRIN

Even though the testimony of this man raised from the dead did much to consolidate the faith of the mass of believers
in the gospel of the kingdom, it had little or no influence on the attitude of the religious leaders and rulers at Jerusalem
except to hasten their decision to destroy Jesus and stop his work.

At one o'clock the next day, Friday, the Sanhedrin met to deliberate further on the question, "What shall we do with
Jesus of Nazareth?" After more than two hours of discussion and acrimonious debate, a certain Pharisee presented a
resolution calling for Jesus' immediate death, proclaiming that he was a menace to all Israel and formally committing
the Sanhedrin to the decision of death, without trial and in defiance of all precedent.

 

Pg.1888

1. CLEANSING THE TEMPLE

A huge commercial traffic had grown up in association with the services and ceremonies of the temple worship. There
was the business of providing suitable animals for the various sacrifices. Though it was permissible for a worshiper to
provide his own sacrifice, the fact remained that this animal must be free from all "blemish" in the meaning of the
Levitical law and as interpreted by official inspectors of the temple. Many a worshiper had experienced the humiliation
of having his supposedly perfect animal rejected by the temple examiners. It therefore became the more general
practice to purchase sacrificial animals at the temple, and although there were several stations on near-by Olivet where
they could be bought, it had become the vogue to buy these animals directly from the temple pens. Gradually there had
grown up this custom of selling all kinds of sacrificial animals in the temple courts. An extensive business, in which
enormous profits were made, had thus been brought into existence. Part of these gains was reserved for the temple
treasury, but the larger part went indirectly into the hands of the ruling high-priestly families.

This sale of animals in the temple prospered because, when the worshiper purchased such an animal, although the price
might be somewhat high, no more fees had to be paid, and he could be sure the intended sacrifice would not be
rejected on the ground of possessing real or technical blemishes. At one time or another systems of exorbitant
overcharge were practiced upon the common people, especially during the great national feasts. At one time the greedy
priests went so far as to demand the equivalent of the value of a week's labor for a pair of doves which should have
been sold to the poor for a few pennies. The "sons of Annas" had already begun to establish their bazaars in the temple
precincts, those very merchandise marts which persisted to the time of their final overthrow by a mob three years
before the destruction of the temple itself.

 

But traffic in sacrificial animals and sundry merchandise was not the only way in which the courts of the temple were
profaned. At this time there was fostered an extensive system of banking and commercial exchange which was carried
on right within the temple precincts. And this all came about in the following manner: During the Asmonean dynasty
the Jews coined their own silver money, and it had become the practice to require the temple dues of one-half shekel
and all other temple fees to be paid with this Jewish coin. This regulation necessitated that money-changers be licensed
to exchange the many sorts of currency in circulation throughout Palestine and other provinces of the Roman Empire
for this orthodox shekel of Jewish coining. The temple head tax, payable by all except women, slaves, and minors, was
one-half shekel, a coin about the size of a ten cent piece but twice as thick. By the times of Jesus the priests had also
been exempted from the payment of temple dues. Accordingly, from the 15th to the 25th of the month preceding the
Passover, accredited money-changers erected their booths in the principal cities of Palestine for the purpose of
providing the Jewish people with proper money to meet the temple dues after they had reached Jerusalem. After this
ten-day period these money-changers moved on to Jerusalem and proceeded to set up their exchange tables in the
courts of the temple. They were permitted to charge the equivalent of from three to four cents commission for the
exchange of a coin valued at about ten cents, and in case a coin of larger value was offered for exchange, they were
allowed to collect double. Likewise did these temple bankers profit from the exchange of all money intended for the
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purchase of sacrificial animals and for the payment of vows and the making of offerings.

These temple money-changers not only conducted a regular banking business for profit in the exchange of more than
twenty sorts of money which the visiting pilgrims would periodically bring to Jerusalem, but they also engaged in all
other kinds of transactions pertaining to the banking business. Both the temple treasury and the temple rulers profited
tremendously from these commercial activities. It was not uncommon for the temple treasury to hold upwards of ten
million dollars while the common people languished in poverty and continued to pay these unjust levies.

In the midst of this noisy aggregation of money-changers, merchandisers, and cattle sellers, Jesus, on this Monday
morning, attempted to teach the gospel of the heavenly kingdom. He was not alone in resenting this profanation of the
temple; the common people, especially the Jewish visitors from foreign provinces, also heartily resented this
profiteering desecration of their national house of worship. At this time the Sanhedrin itself held its regular meetings in
a chamber surrounded by all this babble and confusion of trade and barter.

 

As Jesus was about to begin his address, two things happened to arrest his attention. At the money table of a near-by
exchanger a violent and heated argument had arisen over the alleged overcharging of a Jew from Alexandria, while at
the same moment the air was rent by the bellowing of a drove of some one hundred bullocks which was being driven
from one section of the animal pens to another. As Jesus paused, silently but thoughtfully contemplating this scene of
commerce and confusion, close by he beheld a simple-minded Galilean, a man he had once talked with in Iron, being
ridiculed and jostled about by supercilious and would-be superior Judeans; and all of this combined to produce one of
those strange and periodic uprisings of indignant emotion in the soul of Jesus.

To the amazement of his apostles, standing near at hand, who refrained from participation in what so soon followed,
Jesus stepped down from the teaching platform and, going over to the lad who was driving the cattle through the court,
took from him his whip of cords and swiftly drove the animals from the temple. But that was not all; he strode
majestically before the wondering gaze of the thousands assembled in the temple court to the farthest cattle pen and
proceeded to open the gates of every stall and to drive out the imprisoned animals. By this time the assembled pilgrims
were electrified, and with uproarious shouting they moved toward the bazaars and began to overturn the tables of the
money-changers. In less than five minutes all commerce had been swept from the temple. By the time the near-by
Roman guards had appeared on the scene, all was quiet, and the crowds had become orderly; Jesus, returning to the
speaker's stand, spoke to the multitude: "You have this day witnessed that which is written in the Scriptures: `My
house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations, but you have made it a den of robbers.'"

But before he could utter other words, the great assembly broke out in hosannas of praise, and presently a throng of
youths stepped out from the crowd to sing grateful hymns of appreciation that the profane and profiteering
merchandisers had been ejected from the sacred temple. By this time certain of the priests had arrived on the scene,
and one of them said to Jesus, "Do you not hear what the children of the Levites say?" And the Master replied, "Have
you never read, `Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings has praise been perfected'?" And all the rest of that day
while Jesus taught, guards set by the people stood watch at every archway, and they would not permit anyone to carry
even an empty vessel across the temple courts.

When the chief priests and the scribes heard about these happenings, they were dumfounded. All the more they feared
the Master, and all the more they determined to destroy him. But they were nonplused. They did not know how to
accomplish his death, for they greatly feared the multitudes, who were now so outspoken in their approval of his
overthrow of the profane profiteers. And all this day, a day of quiet and peace in the temple courts, the people heard
Jesus' teaching and literally hung on his words.

This surprising act of Jesus was beyond the comprehension of his apostles. They were so taken aback by this sudden
and unexpected move of their Master that they remained throughout the whole episode huddled together near the
speaker's stand; they never lifted a hand to further this cleansing of the temple. If this spectacular event had occurred
the day before, at the time of Jesus' triumphal arrival at the temple at the termination of his tumultuous procession
through the gates of the city, all the while loudly acclaimed by the multitude, they would have been ready for it, but
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coming as it did, they were wholly unprepared to participate.

This cleansing of the temple discloses the Master's attitude toward commercializing the practices of religion as well as
his detestation of all forms of unfairness and profiteering at the expense of the poor and the unlearned. This episode
also demonstrates that Jesus did not look with approval upon the refusal to employ force to protect the majority of any
given human group against the unfair and enslaving practices of unjust minorities who may be able to entrench
themselves behind political, financial, or ecclesiastical power. Shrewd, wicked, and designing men are not to be
permitted to organize themselves for the exploitation and oppression of those who, because of their idealism, are not
disposed to resort to force for self-protection or for the furtherance of their laudable life projects.

 

2. CHALLENGING THE MASTER'S AUTHORITY

On Sunday the triumphal entry into Jerusalem so overawed the Jewish leaders that they refrained from placing Jesus
under arrest. Today, this spectacular cleansing of the temple likewise effectively postponed the Master's apprehension.
Day by day the rulers of the Jews were becoming more and more determined to destroy him, but they were distraught
by two fears, which conspired to delay the hour of striking. The chief priests and the scribes were unwilling to arrest
Jesus in public for fear the multitude might turn upon them in a fury of resentment; they also dreaded the possibility of
the Roman guards being called upon to quell a popular uprising.

At the noon session of the Sanhedrin it was unanimously agreed that Jesus must be speedily destroyed, inasmuch as no
friend of the Master attended this meeting. But they could not agree as to when and how he should be taken into
custody. "This afternoon my apostles stand here before you in silence, but you shall soon hear their voices ringing out
with the call to salvation and with the urge to unite with the heavenly kingdom as the sons of the living God. And now
I call to witness these, my disciples and believers in the gospel of the kingdom, as well as the unseen messengers by
their sides, that I have once more offered Israel and her rulers deliverance and salvation. But you all behold how the
Father's mercy is slighted and how the messengers of truth are rejected. Nevertheless, I admonish you that these scribes
and Pharisees still sit in Moses' seat, and therefore, until the Most Highs who rule in the kingdoms of men shall finally
overthrow this nation and destroy the place of these rulers, I bid you co-operate with these elders in Israel. You are not
required to unite with them in their plans to destroy the Son of Man, but in everything related to the peace of Israel
you are to be subject to them. In all these matters do whatsoever they bid you and observe the essentials of the law but
do not pattern after their evil works. Remember, this is the sin of these rulers: They say that which is good, but they do
it not. You well know how these leaders bind heavy burdens on your shoulders, burdens grievous to bear, and that they
will not lift as much as one finger to help you bear these weighty burdens. They have oppressed you with ceremonies
and enslaved you by traditions.

 

Pg.1907

"Furthermore, these self-centered rulers delight in doing their good works so that they will be seen by men. They make
broad their phylacteries and enlarge the borders of their official robes. They crave the chief places at the feasts and
demand the chief seats in the synagogues. They covet laudatory salutations in the market places and desire to be called
rabbi by all men. And even while they seek all this honor from men, they secretly lay hold of widows' houses and take
profit from the services of the sacred temple. For a pretense these hypocrites make long prayers in public and give
alms to attract the notice of their fellows.

"While you should honor your rulers and reverence your teachers, you should call no man Father in the spiritual sense,
for there is one who is your Father, even God. Neither should you seek to lord it over your brethren in the kingdom.
Remember, I have taught you that he who would be greatest among you should become the server of all. If you
presume to exalt yourselves before God, you will certainly be humbled; but whoso truly humbles himself will surely
be exalted. Seek in your daily lives, not self-glorification, but the glory of God. Intelligently subordinate your own
wills to the will of the Father in heaven.
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"Mistake not my words. I bear no malice toward these chief priests and rulers who even now seek my destruction; I
have no ill will for these scribes and Pharisees who reject my teachings. I know that many of you believe in secret, and
I know you will openly profess your allegiance to the kingdom when my hour comes. But how will your rabbis justify
themselves since they profess to talk with God and then presume to reject and destroy him who comes to reveal the
Father to the worlds?

"Woe upon you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You would shut the doors of the kingdom of heaven against sincere
men because they happen to be unlearned in the ways of your teaching. You refuse to enter the kingdom and at the
same time do everything within your power to prevent all others from entering. You stand with your backs to the doors
of salvation and fight with all who would enter therein.

"Woe upon you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! for you do indeed encompass land and sea to make one
proselyte, and when you have succeeded, you are not content until you have made him twofold worse than he was as a
child of the heathen.

"Woe upon you, chief priests and rulers who lay hold of the property of the poor and demand heavy dues of those who
would serve God as they think Moses ordained! You who refuse to show mercy, can you hope for mercy in the worlds
to come?

"Woe upon you, false teachers, blind guides! What can be expected of a nation when the blind lead the blind? They
both shall stumble into the pit of destruction.

"Woe upon you who dissimulate when you take an oath! You are tricksters since you teach that a man may swear by
the temple and break his oath, but that whoso swears by the gold in the temple must remain bound. You are all fools
and blind. You are not even consistent in your dishonesty, for which is the greater, the gold or the temple which has
supposedly sanctified the gold? You also teach that, if a man swears by the altar, it is nothing; but that, if one swears
by the gift that is upon the altar, then shall he be held as a debtor. Again are you blind to the truth, for which is the
greater, the gift or the altar which sanctifies the gift? How can you justify such hypocrisy and dishonesty in the sight
of the God of heaven?

"Woe upon you, scribes and Pharisees and all other hypocrites who make sure that they tithe mint, anise, and cumin
and at the same time disregard the weightier matters of the law--faith, mercy, and judgment! Within reason, the one
you ought to have done but not to have left the other undone. You are truly blind guides and dumb teachers; you strain
out the gnat and swallow the camel.

"Woe upon you, scribes, Pharisees, and hypocrites! for you are scrupulous to cleanse the outside of the cup and the
platter, but within there remains the filth of extortion, excesses, and deception. You are spiritually blind. Do you not
recognize how much better it would be first to cleanse the inside of the cup, and then that which spills over would of
itself cleanse the outside? You wicked reprobates! you make the outward performances of your religion to conform
with the letter of your interpretation of Moses' law while your souls are steeped in iniquity and filled with murder.

"Woe upon all of you who reject truth and spurn mercy! Many of you are like whited sepulchres, which outwardly
appear beautiful but within are full of dead men's bones and all sorts of uncleanness. Even so do you who knowingly
reject the counsel of God appear outwardly to men as holy and righteous, but inwardly your hearts are filled with
hypocrisy and iniquity.

"Woe upon you, false guides of a nation! Over yonder have you built a monument to the martyred prophets of old,
while you plot to destroy him of whom they spoke. You garnish the tombs of the righteous and flatter yourselves that,
had you lived in the days of your fathers, you would not have killed the prophets; and then in the face of such self-
righteous thinking you make ready to slay him of whom the prophets spoke, the Son of Man. Inasmuch as you do these
things, are you witness to yourselves that you are the wicked sons of them who slew the prophets. Go on, then, and fill
up the cup of your condemnation to the full!

"Woe upon you, children of evil! John did truly call you the offspring of vipers, and I ask how can you escape the
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judgment that John pronounced upon you?

 

Pg.1909

2. STATUS OF INDIVIDUAL JEWS

The fact that the spiritual leaders and the religious teachers of the Jewish nation onetime rejected the teachings of Jesus
and conspired to bring about his cruel death, does not in any manner affect the status of any individual Jew in his
standing before God. And it should not cause those who profess to be followers of the Christ to be prejudiced against
the Jew as a fellow mortal. The Jews, as a nation, as a sociopolitical group, paid in full the terrible price of rejecting
the Prince of Peace. Long since they ceased to be the spiritual torchbearers of divine truth to the races of mankind, but
this constitutes no valid reason why the individual descendants of these long-ago Jews should be made to suffer the
persecutions which have been visited upon them by intolerant, unworthy, and bigoted professed followers of Jesus of
Nazareth, who was, himself, a Jew by natural birth.

Many times has this unreasoning and un-Christlike hatred and persecution of modern Jews terminated in the suffering
and death of some innocent and unoffending Jewish individual whose very ancestors, in the times of Jesus, heartily
accepted his gospel and presently died unflinchingly for that truth which they so wholeheartedly believed. What a
shudder of horror passes over the onlooking celestial beings as they behold the professed followers of Jesus indulge
themselves in persecuting, harassing, and even murdering the later-day descendants of Peter, Philip, Matthew, and
others of the Palestinian Jews who so gloriously yielded up their lives as the first martyrs of the gospel of the heavenly
kingdom!

How cruel and unreasoning to compel innocent children to suffer for the sins of their progenitors, misdeeds of which
they are wholly ignorant, and for which they could in no way be responsible! And to do such wicked deeds in the
name of one who taught his disciples to love even their enemies! It has become necessary, in this recital of the life of
Jesus, to portray the manner in which certain of his fellow Jews rejected him and conspired to bring about his
ignominious death; but we would warn all who read this narrative that the presentation of such a historical recital in no
way justifies the unjust hatred, nor condones the unfair attitude of mind, which so many professed Christians have
maintained toward individual Jews for many centuries. Kingdom believers, those who follow the teachings of Jesus,
must cease to mistreat the individual Jew as one who is guilty of the rejection and crucifixion of Jesus. The Father and
his Creator Son have never ceased to love the Jews. God is no respecter of persons, and salvation is for the Jew as well
as for the gentile.

3. THE FATEFUL SANHEDRIN MEETING

At eight o'clock on this Tuesday evening the fateful meeting of the Sanhedrin was called to order. On many previous
occasions had this supreme court of the Jewish nation informally decreed the death of Jesus. Many times had this
august ruling body determined to put a stop to his work, but never before had they resolved to place him under arrest
and to bring about his death at any and all costs. It was just before midnight on this Tuesday, April 4, A.D. 30, that the
Sanhedrin, as then constituted, officially and unanimously voted to impose the death sentence upon both Jesus and
Lazarus. This was the answer to the Master's last appeal to the rulers of the Jews which he had made in the temple
only a few hours before, and it represented their reaction of bitter resentment toward Jesus' last and vigorous
indictment of these same chief priests and impenitent Sadducees and Pharisees. The passing of death sentence (even
before his trial) upon the Son of God was the Sanhedrin's reply to the last offer of heavenly mercy ever to be extended
to the Jewish nation, as such.

From this time on the Jews were left to finish their brief and short lease of national life wholly in accordance with
their purely human status among the nations of Urantia. Israel had repudiated the Son of the God who made a covenant
with Abraham, and the plan to make the children of Abraham the light-bearers of truth to the world had been
shattered. The divine covenant had been abrogated, and the end of the Hebrew nation drew on apace.
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Up to Pentecost, religion had revealed only man seeking for God; since Pentecost, man is still searching for God, but
there shines out over the world the spectacle of God also seeking for man and sending his spirit to dwell within him
when he has found him.

Before the teachings of Jesus which culminated in Pentecost, women had little or no spiritual standing in the tenets of
the older religions. After Pentecost, in the brotherhood of the kingdom woman stood before God on an equality with
man. Among the one hundred and twenty who received this special visitation of the spirit were many of the women
disciples, and they shared these blessings equally with the men believers. No longer can man presume to monopolize
the ministry of religious service. The Pharisee might go on thanking God that he was "not born a woman, a leper, or a
gentile," but among the followers of Jesus woman has been forever set free from all religious discriminations based on
sex. Pentecost obliterated all religious discrimination founded on racial distinction, cultural differences, social caste, or
sex prejudice. No wonder these believers in the new religion would cry out, "Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty."
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